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Keynote Speakers
12.45 - 13.45 — Room Auditorium

Dr Bernd Pfister, Paros Capital AG (Chairman SECA)

Bernd Pfister is Managing Director of Paros Capital AG, a Swiss private equity firm focussed on small and midmarket buyouts.
The company invests capital from a limited number of family offices. He was founder and for twelve years managing director of
Invision Private Equity AG. Bernd is founder of Aureus Private Equity AG and build up a corporate private equity programme for
the Metro Holding AG, Zug. He worked for Schroders PLC. In various positions in the Asian investment banking business. Bernd
holds a degree in finance from St. Gall University (lic. oec. HSG) and a doctoral degree from St. Gall University. He graduated in
the European Ph.D. Programme on Entrepreneurship and Venture Management at Durham University, which a European Erasmus
Scholarship.

Patrick Forg, SIX Swiss Exchange

Patrick Forg is the Head Origination in the primary markets team at SIX Swiss Exchange. In this function, he and his team are
responsible for the origination of new listings through enhancing visibility and awareness of SIX Swiss Exchange as a listing location
for Swiss and international companies, by managing and facilitating relationships with all stakeholders involved in the listing process
and by acting as a capital market knowhow center for equity and debt capital markets. Before joining SIX Swiss Exchange, Patrick
worked 12 years in the Corporate Finance & Treasury department of LafargeHolcim. He holds a BSc in Business Administration
(Banking and Finance) and a Master of Advanced Studies in Corporate Finance.

Hillel Fuld

Hillel Fuld is an entrepreneur, journalist, viogger, and leading startup advisor. Hillel brings over a decade of marketing experience
with leading Israeli and Silicon Valley startups and currently collaborates with many global brands in an official marketing capacity
including Google, Oracle, Microsoft, Huawei, and others. Hillel covers the dynamic local tech scene for many leading publications
including Entrepreneur magazine, Inc, TechCrunch, Mashable, The Next Web, Business Insider, The Huffington Post, Venturebeat,
and others. Finally, Hillel mentors startups across Israel in different accelerators including The Google Launchpad, the Microsoft
Ventures accelerator, Techstars, The Junction, and more. Hillel has been named lIsrael's top marketer, has been featured on
CNBC, Inc, and was dubbed by Forbes as "The Man Transforming Startup Nation into Scale-up Nation". Hillel has hundreds of
thousands of followers across the social web and can be found on Twitter at @Hilzfuld.

Alexander Stoeckel, btov Partners AG

Alexander Stoeckel is a Partner and Board Member at btov. He has joined the firm in 2007. Alexander has studied international
business administration at the European Business School (ebs) in Oestrich-Winkel and Paris, and at the International School of
Management (ISM) in Dortmund and San Diego. He holds an MBA from the University of Oxford. Prior to btov, Alexander has
worked as fund-of-fund manager for Hauck & Aufhduser Private Bankers, and as Assistant Executive Manager (Vorstandsassist-
ent) for KPMG. From May 2015 to May 2017, Alexander was a Board Member for the Seed Money & Venture Capital Chapter of
the Swiss Private Equity & Corporate Finance Association (SECA). Alexander was born and raised in Berlin, he is married, has two
kids and lives with his family in St. Gallen.




Morning Session

European Innovation Clusters (Versus Silicon Valley)
09.30 - 12.00 — Room Auditorium
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John Cook, Rock Lake Associates

John Cook is Chairman of Rock Lake Associates and Director of KCL Invest. Rock Lake Associates is a Swiss-based investment
advisory firm focused on private equity, venture capital, real estate and direct investments. The firm works actively with private,
institutional and corporate clients in Europe, Asia, the U.S. and the Middle East. Additionally, John is a director of KCL Invest
(Mauritius), Wishpoint, Inc (Delaware) and Teritree Technologies (Bangalore); and a co-founder of ACS Venture Capital Partners
(Vienna), and Kyron Global Accelerator (Bangalore). John previously held senior positions with International Harvester, Univestors
S.A., Merrill Lynch International, Security Pacific Merchant Bank and WJ Hopper & Co. He is on the advisory boards of Auxesia
Holdings (Vietnam), Sustainia (Copenhagen). He is also active in a variety of thought leadership organizations including Thunderbird
School of Global Management, Horasis, EVCA and SECA. John is the founder and Chairman Emeritus of the Thunderbird Global
Private Equity Centre, was awarded the Thunderbird Jonas Mayer Award, is a distinguished member of the Thunderbird Global
Council and past president of the European Thunderbird Alumni Association. He has a BSIM cum-laude (1974) from the Krannert
School at Purdue University, an MBA from Thunderbird School of Global Management (1979), and has completed advanced
management studies at Oxford University (England) and the University of Washington (Seattle). John lives in Zurich with his wife
Tania and their daughter is based in Seattle, Washington.
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Admir Trnjanin, BlueOrchard Finance Ltd / Young SECA

Admir Trnjanin is Business Development Associate at BlueOrchard Finance Ltd, a leading global impact investment manager. He
is responsible for fundraising with global institutional investors as well as client relationship management and market expansion
activities of the firm together with the Head Business Development. Prior to that, Admir co-founded PanBlue, a Swiss based
venture builder with focus on innovative web based business models. He also held the position of Research Assistant at the
Institute for Financial Services Zug of the Lucerne University of Applied Sciences and Arts and was a Visiting Fellow at the Tuck
School of Business at Dartmouth College in New Hampshire USA. Admir is board member of Young SECA and member of the
organization committee of the SECA Annual Conference. He holds a BSc in Business Administration (Controlling & Accounting)
from the Lucerne University of Applied Sciences and Arts.

Dr Cornelius Mdller, Invest Europe

Cornelius Mueller is Research Director at Invest Europe, the association representing Europe’s private equity, venture capital and
infrastructure sectors, as well as their investors. During his tenure at Invest Europe, Cornelius has spearheaded the creation of the
European Database Cooperative (EDC), the largest non-commercial and pan-European source of private equity statistics. This
authoritative and comprehensive database is used by Invest Europe’s 650 members, EU institutions, the OECD, global investors,
national regulators, academics and the media, as an essential source of information about private equity and venture capital.
Cornelius holds a PhD from Durham University, where he focused on venture capital financing and the performance of spin-outs.
He previously worked as a research associate at the university, analysing business performance and economic impact. He is a
regular speaker at private equity and venture capital conferences.

Vladimir Bilek, European Commission

With a degree in economics from Prague and financial law from Frankfurt, Vladimir started his career at the European Central
Bank, before joining the European Commission in 2007. At the Commission, he is serves as deputy head of a unit that coordinates
the development and implementation of financial instruments used by the EU to support employment, innovation, competitiveness
and social policies. He has overseen the Commission's venture capital investments, coordinated the design of a number of financial
instruments including VentureEU and more recently contributed to the proposal for the InvestEU programme that the European
Commission plans to launch in the next decade.
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Hristo Stoykov, European Investment Bank

Hristo is the Head of Growth Capital and Innovation Finance Division within the European Investment Bank (EIB). In this role, Hristo
oversees all venture debt operations of the EIB as well as various equity co-investment products deployed in partnership with
private funds and strategic investors. He is currently managing a team of 30 professionals investing on average EUR 1.0bn in
equity risk operations mainly across the EU countries. Prior to joining the EIB, Hristo worked in leverage finance and capital market
positions in Europe and North America. Hristo holds a Master of Business Administration degree from Schulich School of Business,
York University, Canada.




GARY
WHITEHILy,

Gary Whitehill

As a serial entrepreneur, investor, educator and mentor, Gary advises Presidents and Prime Ministers, Fortune 100 CEOs, eco-
nomic development offices, incubators, accelerators, think tanks and entrepreneurs on both the art and science of entrepreneur-
ship, innovation and economic development. Nicknamed “The Sheriff” by AOL for his no-nonsense approach to business, Gary
is the only person in history to travel from continent-to-continent studying comparative entrepreneurship and innovation. He be-
lieves both are the answer to the great debate about the way forward for all of humanity, not just the motivated entrepreneur.

ABA
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Dr Martina HOIbling, Austrian Business Agency

Martina is an advisor for foreign direct investments, M&A, Venture Capital & Private Equity at ABA-Invest in Austria, the foreign
direct investment agency of Austria. In her current position as director Western Europe she works with foreign companies (large
corporates, family businesses, Start-Ups) establishing and expanding business in Austria. Prior to ABA she had various positions
in banking (including VC), consulting and industry. Martina has many years of experience in evaluating, developing and financing
Start-Ups and large firms. She has a PhD in Chemical Engineering/Biotechnology and additional training in business development.

BB pureos Bioventures

Dr Dominik Escher, Pureos Bioventures

Former Founder & CEO of ESBATech, a Swiss biotech focusing on next generation antibody drugs. Alcon acquired ESBATech
for USD 589 million in 2009, a landmark exit for its investors. Subsequently until 2016 Vice President of Alcon Research & Devel-
opment and at Novartis Member of the Global Ophthalmology Leadership and Global Biologics Leadership. Since 2002, on the
Board of the Swiss Biotech Association and President since 2013. PhD Molecular Biologist.
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Markus Waser, Miratech

Markus is an internationally experienced senior business and technology executive with over 25 years in the financial services
industry as Line Manager, Program Executive and Management Consultant. Markus spent much of his professional career inter-
nationally, with extended assignments in the UK, US, Germany, France and Canada. As IT regional director at UBS for Europe,
Middle East and Africa, Markus managed the merger of UBS with Swiss Bank Corporation in this region. He was charged with
the IT consolidation of 6 Private Banks, he ran the Banking Solutions Unit of Swisscom IT Services and he was Head of Product
Management at one of the largest Swiss Core Banking Software providers. Markus has profound knowledge and 20 years of
experience with outsourcing and near shoring organizations and processes globally with partner organizations from the US, India,
Eastern Europe and the Ukraine. Markus founded his own company in 2004 providing Advisory Services and Interim Executive
Management Support to the IT industry. His areas of specialization are in Global IT Sourcing, in Omni-Channel Digital Platforms
and Customer Experience Management. Since 2013, Markus has been a Miratech Business Partner for Switzerland, Austria and
Germany (DACH), supporting the sales and business development activity of Miratech in this region. In this role, he continuously
interacts with the Kyiv based Miratech project teams and with senior management to ensure timely provisioning of IT capability
from Ukraine and Poland. Markus currently acts as the Miratech Account Manager to a large Government IT Services customer
in Switzerland. Markus holds a Bachelor of Commerce Degree from the Zurich Institute of Business Education CEIBS, and an
MBA from Strathclyde University in Glasgow, UK.

Konstantine Karczmarski, CLMI Ventures

Founder, CEO, CLMI Ventures, France - Before developing the concept of venture integration, which ignited the creation of CLMI
Ventures, Mr.Karczmarski had been dividing his past 25 years between tech innovations and stock market, real-estate develop-
ment projects, business and political consulting. Born in St.Petersburg Russia, in 1967, shortly after graduation from St.Petersburg
State University of Aerospace Instrument Making, he co-founded one of the first post-Soviet private agencies, ARCTIS Ltd, that
was converting what was left from mostly defence-related R&D into civilian applications. During 12 years the company evolved
into a business consulting boutique that was involved in a variety of Russian-Western projects spanning from broadcasting soft-
ware and hardware development to real-estate in Spain to sourcing “electronic” metals for Sassoon Advanced Materials and
Indium Corporation of America. Even though the stock market advisory services - both in Russia and in the US- as well as working
for a private equity boutique firm in his native St.Petersburg were bringing good returns, the integral experience and passion made
him decide to return completely to research and technology business, which led him to establishing a company in Cote d'Azur to
be able to assemble meaningful clusters of startups from many countries. Being especially interested in digital transformation of
industries and society, Mr.Karczmarski also advises ITMO University on technology entrepreneurship and helps create and grow
university's in-house startups.

Dr Ing. Heinrich Zetlmayer, Blockchain Valley Ventures

Heinrich Zetimayer, General Partner at Blockchain Valley Ventures, is an active digital investor, and early investor in, and board
member of, Lykke. He has extensive operational and strategic experience in growth and turnaround situations of large and small
companies. Previously, Heinrich was a member of IBM’s Executive Board in Switzerland and Vice President and Country Leader
of IBM Global Business Services. Prior to this he held several senior positions within IBM Global Business Services, including
leading IBM’s Supply Chain and Operations Services in EMEA. Before IBM, Heinrich was a Senior Partner at Arthur D. Little, an
international management consultancy firm, leading their Global Operations Practice. He was also Co-CEO of Turtle Entertainment
for many years. Heinrich holds a doctorate in automation from the Technical University in Munich, one of Germany’s leading
scientific and technological institutions.




