From Switzerland to the World: Venture Leaders Graduation
Ceremony 2024

The Venture Leaders have a clear-cut goal: envisioning themselves as global players,
they want to take the first step toward international expansion. With its investor and
business development roadshows, Venturelab provides the Swiss National Startup
Team with the tailwind needed to achieve this goal. Yesterday, the Swiss National
Startup Team of 2024 members met at the startup space in Schlieren, receiving the
honors for representing the most promising Swiss technology in Silicon Valley,
Boston, Barcelona, Munich, and London. The Venture Leaders Graduation Ceremony
celebrated completing a year of impactful global investor and business development
roadshows, equipping high-potential startups with the tools to scale internationally.

Every year since 2006, Venturelab has organized the Venture Leaders programs—each of
which serves a specific sector of technological innovation: Technology in Silicon Valley,
Biotech and Medtech in Boston, Mobile in Barcelona, Cleantech in Munich, and Fintech in
London—and has supported more than 580 entrepreneurs to take the first step toward their
global expansion.

A jury of investors and industry experts selects the ten promising startups per sector. The
selected entrepreneurs behind the startups participate in a business development program
including an investor roadshow bringing them into the international spotlight:

o Venture Leaders Technology roadshowed in Silicon Valley
Venture | eaders Biotech and Venture Leaders Medtech roadshowed in Boston
Venture Leaders Mobile roadshowed in Barcelona
Venture Leaders Cleantech roadshowed in Munich
Venture Leaders Fintech roadshowed in London

The ceremony highlighted the end of the Venture Leaders program 2024 and featured a brief
retrospective of each vertical. Team representatives shared their experiences, and discussed
fundraising experience, market opportunities, product alignment, cultural differences, and
technical strategies, illustrating how the roadshow influenced their ventures.

"Since 2006, we’ve been bringing entrepreneurs on the global stage, and today, our Venture
Leaders alumni network includes over 580 ventures," mentioned Jordi Montserrat, Managing
Partner of Venturelab. “The success of our alumni highlights the critical role of structured
support and international exposure in allowing Swiss startups to grow beyond national
borders.”

The Venture Leaders were given a diploma to reward their participation in the program and
their place among the most promising innovators to emerge from the Swiss startup
ecosystem. The ceremony was followed by a networking cocktail, allowing the Venture
Leaders to mingle and connect with investors, partners and supporters.

Let's see how the Venture Leaders valued the experience firsthand:

Jason Corkill, CEO of Rapidata and Venture Leaders Mobile Team Captain, shared his
thoughts on the Barcelona roadshow in March: "For a startup, connecting with potential
customers is essential, and events like 4YFN and MWC are excellent opportunities for that.
You learn a lot and get helpful feedback on your work," Jason explained. "You start to see
how your startup can actually grow. During the roadshow, we had a conversation with Nvidia
about pursuing the best model globally. In Silicon Valley, many solutions are already well-
established, so Rapidata aims to offer practical and adaptable alternatives,” he added.

"We automate the design of energy infrastructure, streamlining the process for greater
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efficiency. The Venture Leaders Technology program played a key role in helping us refine
our approach," highlighted Stefano Grassi, CEO of Gilytics and Venture Leader
Technology. "Looking ahead, Asia presents a highly promising market due to its rapidly
growing economy.”

“We were lucky to connect with advisors from North America, like 5AM Capital. Pitching there
was a whole different experience and gave us a clear view of how seed rounds work in the
US, impacting how we approach our business. We realized the US market is central to
biotech, and based on VC feedback, we began rethinking our business

plan,” explained David Klein Cerrejon, CEO of OBaris and Venture Leader Biotech. “Having
a presence on the ground in the US is crucial, and Swissnex was a big help. We're very
grateful.”

Michael Rottmann, CEO of OneTwenty and Venture Leader Medtech, commented: "The US
is an ideal environment for scientific startups. | was amazed by the discussions with venture
capitalists—they had a tailored recommendation for every startup. We pitched for $10 million,
and they urged us to aim higher: 'Either you win or you lose.' As the Venture Leaders, we
had numerous opportunities and meetings and supported each other as a team."”

"Venture Leaders delivers great value by preparing you for direct engagement with investors.
It was my first time pitching in front of an audience, which made the experience all the more
impactful. The investors were highly focused and strategic," said Markus Aicheler, CEO of
SolidWatts and Venture Leaders Cleantech Team Captain. "I'm already looking forward to
seeing how the cleantech sector evolves and scales over the next decade."

“You can tell that London has a high concentration of investors. The Venture Leaders Fintech
program was a great experience; we pitched to 15 investors, which might be difficult in
Switzerland, particularly in the fintech sector. But in London, we managed it in just one
week!" concluded Leroy Béchtold, CEO of CrowdTransfer and Venture Leaders Fintech
Team Captain. "We are now in negotiations with some of the investors we met during the
program. We also had discussions with Lloyd's about sports investments and received
coaching from lawyers on market trends. London has many great social clubs to meet
industry leaders—it's a great place to start!”

Since the inception of the program, the Venture Leaders—the Swiss National Startup

Team members—have expanded the reach of Swiss innovation and had a measurable
impact on the economy. Companies founded by these alumni have created 12,900 jobs and
raised more than CHF 8.9 billion in investment capital. These figures highlight the ongoing
influence of the program in driving economic growth and job creation, reinforcing the
importance of Swiss startups in the global innovation landscape.

Stefan Steiner, Co-Managing Director at Venturelab concluded: "I'm thrilled to see so many
innovative Swiss startups emerging. This gives me great hope that Switzerland will continue
to lead in innovation and compete confidently on the international stage. A heartfelt thank
you to all the partners and supporters who make the roadshows of the Swiss National
Startup Team possible. Your dedication and support are truly inspiring and make all the
difference!”
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OVERVIEW: SWISS NATIONAL STARTUP TEAM 2024

Venture Leaders Mobile 2024

Barcelona, 4YFN @ Mobile World Congress 2024 | March

Startups: 4screen, Ancora.ai, GraphEnergyTech, Papers (Hypergate Zero), irmos
technologies, onocoy, Rapidata, RigiTech, RTDT, and Swistor.

Organized by Venturelab and supported by Huawei, Swisscom, and VISCHER.

Venture Leaders Technology 2024

Silicon Valley | April

Startups: Acodis, Advertima

Vision, Ascento, DuoKey, Flybotix, Gilytics, Isochronic, Syntheticus, UNISERS,

and Zoundream.

Organized by Venturelab and supported by DPD, EPFL, ETH Zirich, Helbling

Technik, Kellerhals Carrard, Rothschild & Co, Unicorn Anchor, and the Canton of Vaud.

Venture Leaders Biotech 2024

Boston | May

Startups: Adoram Therapeutics, Allegria Therapeutics, EVIIVE, inSEIT, KYLYS
AESTHETICS, OBaris, Shape Biopharmaceuticals, TissuelLabs, Well Science,

and Ymmunobio.

Co-organized by Venturelab and Swissnex in Boston and New York and supported

by Debiopharm, EPFL, ETH Zurich, Hansjorg Wyss, Kellerhals Carrard, Novartis, Swiss
Biotech Association, and VISCHER.

Venture Leaders Cleantech 2024

Munich | November

Startups: Aerospec, Antefil Composite Tech, BTRY, Composite Recycling, Dyneo
Technologies, emost, HammerDrum, Riverkin, SolidWatts, and VAULTED.
Organized by Venturelab and supported by DPD, EPFL, ETH Zirich, Helbling
Technik, Rentsch Partner, Romande Energie, St.Gallisch-Appenzellische Kraftwerke
(SAK), Canton of Vaud, and VISCHER.

Venture Leaders Medtech 2024

Boston | November

Startups: Apersys, Aseptuva, BIOS

Medical, CalicoBiosystems, CITUS, Impli, Metadvice, MYNERVA, OncoSwab,

and OneTwenty.

Co-organized by Venturelab and Swissnex in Boston and New York and supported
by EPFL, ETH Zirich, Hansjorg Wyss, Health Innovation Hub Aargau, Kellerhals
Carrard, Canton of Vaud, Canton Zurich, and VISCHER.

Venture Leaders Fintech 2024

London, Fintech Connect | December

Startups: CrowdTransfer, Fume, Hypt, Kasparund, KEMIEX, Layer

Finance, Relai, Riskwolf, SmartPurse, and Tiun.

Co-organized by Venturelab and Swissnex and supported by EPFL, ETH Zirich, and Walder

Wyss.

Apply for the next Venture Leaders program!
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